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Highs
and
Lows
of

Old
Man
River

Monday,
January 7, 2002:

Driftwood hangs high and
dry on amooring cell onthe
East Riverfront of the Missis-
sippi River. Exactly seven
months earlier on June 7th, the
swollenriver crested at 3 feet
~ above flood stage, leaving the

- driftwood lodged as a souvenir
when the high water receded.
As the photograph illustrates,
the wide seasonal fluctuations
of the Mississippi River present
anumber of challengesto the
District’s navigation and flood
damage reduction missions. Are
we up to meeting the chal-
lenges?

Find out for yourselves.

story continued on page 3
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Commander’s Perspective

COL Michael R.
Morrow,Commander

The cover picture on thismonth's
Espritisamazing. It speaksvolumes
about the mighty Mississippi, the river
that both divides the eastern and
western halves of our great nation and
serves as one of America's greatest
environmental and transportation
treasures. It tellswithout words, of a
river that rises and falls more than 30
feet during the normal course of
seasona events — and much more at
unusual extremes. And it makesme
pause to consider the people and the
superb work they perform daily asthe
river’s panoramaunfolds at our front
door.

The Mississippi is adominant
forceinthelivesof the District’s
approximately 3million citizens, and
indeed, millions morethroughout its
valley that extends from nearly the
Canadian Border to the Gulf of Mexico.
But theriver normally enterstheir
thoughts only when acts unusual —
when floods threaten property and
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lives, or when low water hampers
navigation, recreation or environmen-
tal concerns.

While the Corps and District
have critical and highly visibleroles
whentheriver isat either extreme, we
have an ongoing mission — 24 hours
aday, 365 daysayear. A substantial
number of people herein downtown
St. Louisaswell as at our other
District locations are always on
watch as the river and other parts of
the system fluctuate between high
and low levels.

They maintain safe navigation
and prevent or reduce flood damage
to surrounding land and population
centers. And of course, they do this
is such a manner as to best protect
sensitive environments, popular
recreation facilitiesand the multitude
of other — often competing —inter-
ests.

They monitor theriver, the
environment and the weather. They
utilize our ability to store or release
water to stabilize the Mississippi’s
attempts either to run wild or to
barely runat al. They planand
oversee levee construction that
protects farms, homes, businesses
and transportation corridors. They
meet and greet visitors at our lakes
and parks, helping them to experience
firsthand these interrelated elements
of our mission.

It is not everyday that the Corps
inthe St. LouisDistrictisinthe
news, fighting floods or squeezing
out the last drop of navigational
capability fromtheriver. Butitis
everyday that we are doing our job
so that the situation in, on and
around the river remains as stable as
possible. And at all timeswe
maintain our readiness to act
correctly and decisively when the

river again exerts her effortsto re-earn
thetitle, “Mighty,” assurely shewill
again and again in the future.

| am proud of the job we do and
the peoplewho do it every day. | am
proud even though what we do often
gets so little notice — it just doesn’t
seem to be news when people are so
good and routinely do such a great
job. And | am proud that when the
Mississippi takesit into her mind to
test our readiness and resolve, | know
that you will well answer the chal-
lenge.

You all should share this pride.
You areall excellent and essential
parts of our ongoing success story.
The way you do your job is how you
each contribute to the safety and
strength of our region and nation.
Thank you for doing what you do
and for doing it so well.
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All in a Year’s Work: The
highs and lows of Old Man River
present a number of challengesto the
District.

Don't liketheweather in St.
Louis? Well, hang around for afew
hoursand it will change. We have all
heard this old adage about the
unpredictable nature of the weather in
St. Louis. Much the same can be said
of river levelsintheregion. Think the
river istoo high? Ahhh, just wait ‘til
the dog days of August, she'll drop.
Think theriver istoo low? What you
talkin’ about Willis, agood downpour
will curethat.

Need proof? Consider this: On
January 13th of last year the Missis-
sippi River onthe St. Louis gage was
at —1.5feet. On February 28th, the
river wasat 26.83 feet, aswing of 28.33
feet in 44 days. Fourteen days later
theriver had dropped to 11.52 fest,
only torise back to 25.81 feet five
days after that. Wild fluctuationsin
the Mississippi River are common-
place, particularly onthe Middle
Mississippi. But the stages reflected
above arewell withinthenorms.
These fluctuations, whether within the
norms or at the extremes, present a

number of challengesto the District’s
navigation and flood control missions.

Navigation

Sediment isthe main obstacle to
the District’s mission to provide a
safe, dependabl e and minimum 9-foot
navigation channel. Wherever a
natural body of water exists, associ-
ated sediments interact with and
sometimeimpedethe flow of water.
On the Middle Mississippi, dredging
offersatemporary solution for
sediment buildup, while channel
improvement structures, such as dikes
and chevrons, use theriver’s natura
forces to reshape the main navigation
channel.

Basically, the District'sriver
engineers design channel improve-
ments to function between 10 and 20
feet on the St. Louis gage. Between
these levels, theriver’'s energy
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performs most of thework—that is,
theriver maintainsitself withtheaid
of channel improvement structures. To
have any impact above 20 feet is
either unnecessary or cost prohibitive.

“Astheriver drops below 10 feet
on the St. Louis gage, it startsto lose
its energy and its desire to work,”
says Claude Strauser, Chief of
Hydrologic & Hydraulics Branch.
“When it dropsto 5 feet, it becomes a
downright lazy river and very little
self-maintenance takes place. By the
time it reaches zero on the gage, the
river has done packed its bags and
goneon R&R.” Yet constant fluctua-
tionsinriver levels can wreak havoc
on the channel and effortsto maintain
it. According to Dave Busse, Chief of
Potomology, “With each fluctuation
ontheriver, weareleft withanew
river bed. Theriver out theretoday is
not the same river that was out there
last month.”

While it would appear that higher
river levels help navigation by
providing awider and deeper channel,
the aftermath of high water canin
some instances pose problems.

Busse noted, “High water, initself,
usually does not pose any problems
for channel maintenance, unlessitis
followed by arapid decent. “Asa
river’s velocity increases, so does the
sediment load. If stagesfall out
quickly and theriver losesitskinetic
energy in too rapid afashion, sedi-
ment is deposited whereit may. This
could lead to new shoals and un-
charted sandbars.” The only way to
aleviatethese problemsisto allow
timefor the channel improvement
structures and the river energy to

reshape the channel or to resort to
maintenance dredging.

Flood Damage Reduction

At aquick glance, seasonal
fluctuationsin river levels appear only
to pose challenges to the District's
flood damage reduction system during
periods of high water. For instance a
100-year rated levee needs to be built
high enough to hold back a 100-year

flood and strong enough to manage
the forces exerted by such aflood,
which may lead to underseepage. But
certainly, seasonal fluctuations have
no impact on the District’s flood
control system when the river remains
initsbanks. Or do they?

“On the surface, that statement
appears to be true,” says Joan
Stemler, awater control manager with
ED-HP(W) “However, levees
represent only half of the equation in
our flood damage reduction system.
Reservoirs represent the other half of
the equation. How we manage the
reservoirsis greatly impacted by the
elasticity of natural hydrographs,
maybe not so much on the Missis-
sippi River, but definitely onits
tributaries.”

TheDigtrict’sflood damage
reduction system, particularly on
tributaries and at reservoirs, isa
never-ending process or, as Stemler
described it, “an annual and cyclical
process.” At the reservoirs, the
District is mandated by law to attempt
to reach recommended target pool
elevations, better known as winter
pool and summer pool. Every year
during latefall/early winter, aprocess
known aswinter drawdown begins,
whereby lake levelsarereduced to a
recommended level in order to
provide extra storage capacity for
spring rains and snow melt. Con-
versely, every year during late spring,
the goal isto reach summer pool to
provide recreation and water supply.

Typically, seasonal fluctuations
on tributaries and reservoirs provide
more headaches during the spring, as
upstream and downstream entities
often have conflicting interests.
Heavy or unexpected rainfalls so
prevalent during the spring only
complicate matters. “Wedefinitely
have to be very observant of weather
patternsin terms of precipitation,”
says Stemler. “River stage and lake
level forecasts can change within
hours; once water is released through
adam, you can’t take it back.”



African-American heros
helped shape the U.S.
after the Civil War

Storiesof heroic African-
American soldierswho fought in the
Civil War arewell remembered. Some
fought for the South, and some for
the North. But littleis known about
their progress after the Civil War.
Here are some personal histories
tofill that gap of knowledge.

Robert Smalls, Naval hero
and U.S. Congressman (1829-
1915): Smallswashornadavein
Beaufort, S.C. Hetaught himself
toread and write. In 1851, to
learn the skills of aseaman, he
signed on asarigger in Charles-
ton, S.C. During the Civil War, he
smuggled hisfamily onto aship while
the crew was on shore and sailed out
to the Union Navy.

His daring escape brought Smalls
into national prominence. Hewas
granted a sum of money for the
surrendered ship and was appointed a
pilotintheU.S. Navy. Later, hewas

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Fifteenyearsafter Dr.King's
death, President Ronald Reagan
signed abill into law making thethird
Monday of every January a national
holiday, celebrating the birth and life
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Thefirst national celebration of
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday
took place on January 20, 1986.

Prior to Dr. King, Americahad
only honored two individuals with
national holidays (George Washing-
ton and Christopher Columbus).

The holiday isapowerful tribute
to King's philosophy and stature; and
aday when we can honor Dr. King's
principles, which arereally American
principlesintheir truest form. Dr.
King was a husband, father and the
leader of amovement that still
transformsAmericaand theworld.

promoted to captain for heroismin
battle.

During Reconstruction, Smalls
returned to South Carolina and was
elected to several termsin state
government offices, then to the U.S.
House of Representatives where he
served fiveterms.
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Mifflin Wister Gibbs, Judge and
United States Consul (1823-1918):
Gibbswas born in Philadel phia, but
migrated to San Franciscoin 1849.
There he operated a bootblack stand
beforeforming a partnership with
Peter Lister inashoefirmon Clay
Street.

He was one of the twentieth
century’smost influential men.

Martin Luther King, Jr. wasborn
inAtlanta, Georgiaon January 15,
1929. Hisfather wasthe minister of

A restlessman, Gibbs migrated to
Victoria, British Columbia, in 1858.
There he established the first general
store that was not connected with the
Hudson Bay Company. He became
an influential person and a council-
man from the James Bay District. At
the sametime, he studied law with an

English barrister, became acontrac-
tor, and built arailroad from the
coa mines of Queen Charlotteto
Skidgate Harbor.
By 1869, Gibbshad moved
to Little Rock, Arkansas, where
he studied at Oberlin College. He
was admitted to the bar in 1870
and elected city judgein 1873. He
held several positionsfor Presi-
dent Hayes and President Harrison
before being named U.S. Consul to
Madagascar in 1897.

The names of heroic and
influential African Americansin
history go on seemingly without end.
These are just two who can make us
proud to be Americans, one and al.

the Ebenezer Baptist Church and also
acivil rightsleader. Martin Luther
King, Jr. studied theology at Crozer
Theological Seminary in Chester
Pennsylvania and at Boston Univer-
sity, where he received adoctorate in
systematic theology in 1955. King
decided, while completing hisPh.D.
reguirements, to accept the pastorate
of Dexter Avenue Baptist Churchin
Montgomery, Alabama.
Hisinvolvement with thecivil
rights movement began with the
arrest of Mrs. Rosa Parks on Decem-
ber 1, 1955. Dr. King and the other
community leadersfelt a protest was
needed. TheAfrican-American
residents of the city were asked to
boycott the bus company. The
boycott lasted 381 days and was
finally ended by the US Supreme
Court who declared that Alabama’s



state and local laws on segregation on
buseswereillegal. In1957, in order to
build on the success of the Montgom-
ery boycott, Dr. King and some other
southern black ministers founded the
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) with Dr. King as
their president. Alongwiththe SCLC,
Dr. King organized drivesfor African-
American voter registration, desegre-
gation and better education and
housing throughout the South.
InMay of 1958, Dr. King lead a
mass march to the front of the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington DC. He had
now become the undisputed leader of
thecivil rightsmovement. Hewrote
hisfirst book, Stride Toward Freedom,
which was a success. Thefollowing
year, he went to Indiato study
Gandhi’sprinciple of nonviolent
persuasion. At the end of 1959, he did

Valentine Legends Bring
Romance to Februaryl4

Each year on February 14, millions
of cards decorated with lace, hearts,
cupids, and flowers are exchanged.
They are coveted by lovers and
friends, husbands and wives, students
and teachers, children and parents.
Though it enjoys enormous popular-
ity, theorigin of Valentine'sDay is
obscured by mists of time and the
mixing of history and legend.

The earliest historical conver-
gence of romance and February comes
from the pre-Christian holiday of
Lupercalia. Some centurieslater,
February Juno became the festival of
choice, at leastin Rome. Aspart of
this celebration, young women wrote
love notes and put them in alarge urn.
Young men of Romewould draw the
notes and then court the women
whose messages they received.

The Christian church wanted to
replace pagan holidays with new
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resign from Dexter and went back to
Atlanta, whichiswherethe SCLC was
located and assisted his father as
pastor of Ebenezer.

Continuing thefight for civil rights
and to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of the Emancipation Proclamation, on
August 28, 1963, 200,000 people
gathered in front of the Lincoln
Memorial. Addressing the marchers,
Dr. King delivered hisfamous*“ | Havea
Dream” speech.

King'srenown grew as he became
Timemagazine'sMan of the Year and in
1964, Dr. King was nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize as someone who
“had contributed the most to the
furtherance of peace among men.” Dr.
King would divide the price money
among variouscivil rights organiza-
tions. Also that year, President Lyndon
Johnson signed the Civil RightsAct
intolaw.

religious celebrations. With the
martyrdom of S. Valentine on February
14, St. Francisde Salesrecognized a
providential opportunity. He replaced
the young women's love notes with the
names of saints. People of all ages
could play. They were supposed to
emulate the virtues of the saint whose
namethey drew.

Inthewinter of 1965, Dr. King
lead amarch from Selma, Alabamato
the state capital in Montgomery.
The marcherswere greeted by 25,000
supporters when they arrived. On
August 6, 1965, avating rights bill
was passed allowing African-
Americansto vote.

Dr. King continued hiscam-
paigning for world peace. He
traveled across Americato support
and speak out on civil rights and the
rights of the underprivileged. In
April 1968, Dr. King wenttoMem-
phis, Tennessee to help the sanita-
tion workerswho were on strike. On
April 3rd, Dr. Kingwould give what
would be hislast speech. The
following day (April 4, 1968), ashe
wasleaving hismotel room, Dr. King
was shot and killed.

But romancewouldn’'t die, and it
was furthered by the belief that birds
chose their mates on February 14.
And the legends of St. Valentine and
hisinfluence onlovers grew with
each century.

Inthe Middle Ages, when few
people could read or write, friends
said or sang their valentines to each
other. The day became especially
popular in England and France. As
peopl e from those countries came to
the New World, the custom came
with them.

Cupid, of course, wasaRoman
contribution. In Roman mythology,
Cupid is the son of Venus, goddess
of love and beauty. Heistill
represented on valentines as a
cherub armed with arrows.

To this day, you have to watch
out for Cupid. Some people say heis
still out there, especially on
Valentine'sDay. And hisarrow is
dipped in love potion!



How to keep teen drivers
safe

Teens are notorious risk-takers,
says psychologist Michael Smith of
the Nation Highway Safety Adminis-
tration (NHSTA). But they may not
consider the consequences of taking
risks.

Speeding, for example, may not
seem dangerous to teens. Car
crashes, however, are the leading
cause of death among Americans 16 to
19 yearsold. (Forty percent of these
accidents are alcohol related.)

Thirty-four states and the District
of Columbiahave graduated licensing.
Driving privileges are phased in
through three stages while teen
become more experienced. These
states have experienced a 32 percent
decline in crash rates among new
drivers, according to NHSTA.

Creating a presentation
‘work of art’

If you want to master the art of
presentation, learn to paint your ideas
in as few brush strokes as possible.
Here are sometips on how to do it
from New York-based Decker Commu-
nications.

First, you need to paint a clear
picture of your main themes, keeping
it assimple as possible. Tailor your
presentation to the expectations of
your audience, something many
presentersfail to do. If your audience
is focused on the bottom line, present
your plan, then use reasoning and
facts as support. If the audience is
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Here are sometipsfor parents:

® Don't give new driverstheright to
drivealone at first. Beapassenger in
the car until you are assured that he or
she drives carefully and defensively.

® Don't allow new driversto have
other teensin the car, or limit them to
one passenger. Therewill beless

detail-oriented, explain factsand
research before presenting your
recommendation or findings.

Before starting, check to seeif
your allotted amount of time has
changes because previous presenta-
tionsran long. Be prepared to cut
yours to meet time constraints. In
other words, have two presentations
ready: the original, and one that uses
only aquarter of thetimeoriginally
allotted.

Begin by establishing context,
such as saying, “This is the second
meeting to address the issues of...”

Avoid redundancy. Never restate
your points until your closing.
Encourage people to ask questions as
they come up during your presenta-
tion. Each question is a sign that your
audience is engaged.

To close, briefly recap your point
of view, your recommendations, and
the benefits of your plan. List condi-
tions that will lead to successful
results.

chance of distraction or showing off.
® Practice night driving with your
teen. Limit night driving until he or
she has the skill to handle it and
realizesthat driving at night ismore
dangerous.

® Have zero tolerance for drinking and

driving. New driverswill beless
distracted at the wheel if they don’t
smoke.

® |nsist on safety belt use.

® Beagoodrolemodel. Drive safely.

Finally, don't believe that your
young driver can handleacar in all
situations because he or she has
passed driver’'s ed and now has a
driver'slicense.

Your attention to hisor her skill
and appropriate restrictions could
savethelife of the child you love.

Olympic quiz

1  Whichheroof the 1912 Olympics
had his medal s taken away on a
charge of professionalism?

2 Whichthree Olympicswere
canceled because of wars?

3 What U.S. track star won four
gold medalsat Berlinin 1936, infuriat-
ing Hitler?

4 Atwhich Olympicsweretwo U.S.
runners suspended after they raised
clenched fists at amedal ceremony?
5 What tragedy occurred at the
1972 Munich Olympics?

6 Why werethe’80 (Moscow) and
"84 (L.A.) Gamesboycotted?

-"E'x-.:?

Answers onpage 8



Groundhog Day:
Phil and Jimmy get
better with practice

If you areinclined to believe the
prediction of a groundhog, you'll go
better on February 2nd than believer
did 20 years ago and before.

Whether you check alocal critter,
or rely on one of the more famous
prognosticators like Punxsutawney
Phil and Sun Prairie immy, you havea
59 percent chance that the not-too-
pretty creaturewill beright.

TheNationa Climactic Data
Center concludes that the animals
predictions since 1887 had an overall
accuracy rate of just 39 percent. Over
thelast 20 years, however, they have
become more skillful and haveraised
their average correctness by 20
percent. Nicegoing Phil and Jimmy.

Will it really change the
world?

Wildly publicized Segway
to be available next year

Thisisit: the next new thing.
Apple Computer’s Steve Jobs saysit’'s
asbig adeal asthe PC. It could be
bigger than the internet, according to
John Doerr, the venture capitalist
behind Netscape, Amazon.com, and
now the Segway.

The self-propelled two-wheel
“scooter” mimics the human body’s
ability to maintain itsbalance. Not
only does it have no brakes, it has no
engine, no throttle, no gearshift, and
no steering wheel. It can carry the
averagerrider for afull day, nonstop,
for only five cents’ worth of electricity.

Dean Karmen, theinventor, thinks
the Segway will be to the car what the
car was to the horse and buggy. He
saysit can go everywhere: in parks,
on battlefields, on factory floors, but
especially on downtown sidewalks.

Karmenisarich bachelor who,
according to Time, wearsthe same
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February '2nd

Most of us have heard of
Punxsutawney Phil of Puxsutawney,
Penn. He started predictingin 1887.
Morerecently, Sun Prairie, Wisc., a
town that isrich in G-hogs, declared
itself to the official “ Groundhog
Capital of theWorld” in 1950. Sun
Prairie Jmmy and his predecessors
have been on the job for 51 years.

outfit for every occasion: bluejeans, a
blue work shirt, and boots. Among his
inventions are the first drug-infusion
pump, thefirst portableinsulin pump,
andtheIBOT, a“wheelchair” that
goes up and down steps and rises to
eyelevel for conversation. Karmen
says it’s a sophisticated robot.

With the Segway, you lean
forward, and you go forward; lean
back, go back; and turn by twisting
your wrist. It has gyroscopes that act
like your inner ear to balance you,
computersthat act like your brain, and
wheelsthat act likeyour feet. It'slike
having a pair of magic sneakers, says
the inventor.

Industrial modelswill cost $8,000.
Cost for the consumer products will
be $3,000 to begin with. Theyoung,
sporty crowd may be the first to
embrace the Segway, but otherswill
surely follow.

Citieswill love, them says
Karmen. Themachineissafe, clean,
efficient, and maneuverable. It mixes
easily with pedestrians. Being hit by
oneislike bumping into another
pedestrian.

Should you remodel the
house or tear it down?

Sometimesit paysto raze your
home and build anew one. Isyour
house 80 or 100 yearsold, butina
location you love? Considering land
values, you could be better off
knocking it down rather tan trying to
remodel or buying a house somewhere
else.

Tearing a house down makes
senseif:
® The house is structurally unsound,
has rotted beams, and antiquated
wiring or plumbing.
® A renovation that solves all of its
problems would be too expensive.
® The houseison alarge or attractive
lot and you like the location.
® The house is less valuable than
others in the neighborhood.

Tearing down isabad ideaif the
house has historical value or features
that would be difficult to re-create. It's
abad ideaif you can get updates you
want with amodest renovation, or if
you aren’'t sure you will stay long
enough to justify the effort and
expense of ateardown.

How the sales call zapper
works

From the moment voicestraveled
over wire, it wasinevitable that
someone would send a sales pitch
along with the greeting.

And so hated is the technique
that all sorts of phone fences have
sprung up over the years. Thelatest is
the Telezapper.

The Telezapper works by emitting
abrief, but rather jarring tone when
you or your answering machine picks
up the phone. Theideais that
computers do most of the sales call
dialing and the tone will fool the
computer into thinking that thelineis
disconnected. Pretty good idea.
According to the maker, Private
Technol ogies, when computers hear
thistone, they automatically delete
your number fromtheir call list.

Technology writers at The Los
Angeles Times say the device may
work well for computerized messages,
but won’t stop the human dialer.



The Way | Remember It
by Claude Strauser

Onthe 17th of December 2001, |
received an email from Mr. Jack R.
Niemi. He shared with methe sad
news about the passing of Mr. Joe
Fuhrman and the previous week the
passing of Mr. Lee Briece.

| was saddened to learn about
their passing and | shared this with
several peopleinthe office. | was
surprised to learn how many people
did not know of these two engineers
and | thought | would share afew
thoughts about them with the readers
of the Esprit.

L eeBriece had aprevious career
(before the Corps) with the Missouri
Highway Department. Hetook pride
in the fact that he was responsible for
the acquisition of the right-of-way for
Highway 40 in the Gumbo flats, now
known as Chesterfield Valley. | am
sure he would not recognize the area
today.

| called Mike Dace (former Project
Coordinator for theMeramec Basin
projects) and asked him for some
information about LeeBriece. He
remembersthat Leewasthe Meramec
Basin Coordinator inthe Project
Planning Branch of the Engineering
Division after the Survey Report was
completed and the several projects
werereformulated in 1966. After the
enactment of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA) in 1969 and
after thefirst Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) on Meramec Park Lake
was challenged in court, Lee wasthe
engineer made responsible and placed
in charge of the environmental studies
to revise the EIS and to provide the
government lawyerswith information
to defend our work in the courts.

The government won the court case
and Leeretired sometime around 1975.
Just for therecord, theway | remem-
ber it, Mr. Jake Baker wasthe Branch
Chief of the Project Planning Branch,

Dale Modde was the Project
Coordinator for the Clarence Cannon
Dam Project, Rusty Williamswasthe
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Project Coordinator for the Kaskaskia
River Basin Project, and Newt Amos,
followed by Carl Danzer, werethe
Project Coordinatorsfor the St. Louis
Flood Protection Project (theflood
wall).

The other person | wanted all of
us to acknowledge (and the ol der
folksto remember) isMr. Joe Fuhrman.
When | cametothe St. LouisDistrict
Joe was the Assistant Chief of the
Foundations Branch. Joe was one of
the most pleasant and thoughtful
people | have ever met. Some of us
affectionately called him Father
Fuhrman (I don’t think we ever said it
tohim personally).

As| remember it, Joewasthe
detail man for the Branch Chief who
wasthen Mr. Sam Hoffman (who was
followed by Bruce Moore). He
attended most of the monthly coordi-
nation meetings and tried to keep
everyone on schedule.

| remember onetimewhen | was
called to Joe's office. | wasonthe
training program for Junior Engineers
and he wanted to discuss something |
had said or done (I don’t remember
the specifics). He discussed the
matter with mefor about 15 minutes. |
remember thanking him for hisadvice
and suggestions as | left his office. It
was amost 3 dayslater beforel
realized he had given me apretty stern
lecture. Hewas such anice man (with

a subtle and persuasive personality) |
had thanked him for the reprimand and
didn'trealizeit for several days.

Many yearslater he and | recalled this
event and we both had a good laugh.

| think Joe retired sometime around
1977.

Just for the record, the way |
remember it, the branch secretary for
the Foundations Branch was Neal
Zinser, Dave Lytle was the Head of the
Instrumentation Section, George
Postol was the Head of the Soils
Section, Tony Kochanski was the
Head of the Materials Section,
Howard Lovell wasthe Head of the
Subsurface Exploration Section and

Frank Signage, followed by John
Albriton and Nels Jehren were the
Heads of the Geology Section. (Note
—inthose days Section Chiefs were
called Section Heads)

During thistime period Walt
Lawlor wasthe Chief of the Engineer-
ing Division and Max Lamm wasthe
Assistant Chief of Engineering.
Maggie Brooks was the Head of the
Service Section and Joe Nicholswas
the Head of the Program Control
Section. (Thisinformation camefrom
adistrict telephone directory dated
1966 and supplied to me by Mr. Jack
Niemi).

| am sure | have misspelled some
names but that istheway | remember it!

Olympic Quiz Answers:

1 Jim Thorpe, who had received
money for playing baseball.

2 1916 (WorldWar 1); 1940 and
1944 (WWII).

3. Jesse Owens. By winning he
showed that Germans were not the
“master race.”

4. 1968inMexico City. Tom Smith
and John Carlos did it to protest
racism.

5 Paedtinianterroristskilled 11
Israeli athletes.

6. 1980, in protest of the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. In 1984
Sovietsretaliated claiming poor
security arrangement.



Vans provide mobile
emergency center
by Bernard Tate, HQUSACE
Yearsago, in Tom Swift and His
Flying Lab by Victor Appleton, the
fictional inventor built ahardware-
packed laboratory in ajet aircraft that
carried him on his globe-trotting
scientific adventures.

sTar,
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AnRRV isan International Harvester
chassis and engine with a custom-
built 36-foot-long body which can
accommodate a staff of seven people
or more. Its equipment includes
laptop computers, office software,
global position system equipment,
digital cameras, phone and intercom
system, satellite communications,

St. Louis District deploys our Rapid Response Vehicle to Herculaneum, MO.,
to provide an immediate response for the USEPA. Real Estate personnel
reacted quickly to implement a temporary/voluntary relocation program for
residents whose properties are contaminated due to lead smelter opera-
tions in the area. Residents are being relocated to allow for cleanup of
yards and house interiors.

The Rapid Response Vehicle
(RRV) isn't asdramatic asTom Swift's
Flying Lab, but the concept is the
same — avehicle packed with the
equipment needed to put aU.S. Army
Corps of Engineersteam into action at
an emergency sitein 18 hoursor less.
“In an emergency, if you're not
organized and running smoothly from
the beginning, you’ ve got a mess,”
said CharlieKemp, aninformation
management specialist from Maobile
District. Kemp, along with Eugene
Bentz and David Fultz from Mobile
District, manned the RRV displayed at
CorpsHeadquartersFeb. 17-18.

A fleet of Rapid Response Vehicles
will be placed around the country to
serve as field operating centers during
emergencies.

TheRRV ispart of the Deployable
Tactical Operations System (DTOS)
which will give Corpsteamsan edge
in dealing with the chaos of a disaster.

cellular phone, radios (HF, VHF, and
CB), drafting and mapping software,
and wireless capability to network
laptopswithin 200 feet of the RRV.
AnRRV iscompletely self-
contained with abathroom, microwave
oven, coffeepot, refrigerator, water
tank, and an onboard 15-kilowatt
generator. They are designed to last
15-20yearsand are solidly built with
heavy-gauge aluminum, industrial-
grade floors, and cabinets built of
solid oak and three-quarter-inch
thick plywood. “ The RRVsarethe
jack-rabbits,” said Kemp. “ They can
cruise at 70 milesahour on the road.
With one of these, a Corps team can
arrive at adisaster sitein 18 hours or
less and be ready to go to work 45
minutes to an hour after they arrive.”
Therewill besix RRVs, oneeach
in Baltimore, LosAngeles, Portland,
Fort Worth, St. Louis, and Nashville
districts. Besidesthe RRVs, DTOS

includes six Emergency Tactical
Operations Centers (ETOCS), trailers
37 feet long equipped as mobile
offices. Each “set” will haveapair of
ETOCsto provide work spacefor

up to 30 people, and two Freightliner
trucksto pull them. They will each be
supported by an Emergency Commu-
nicationsVehicle (similar tothe RRV
except with more communication
capability), and an Emergency
Support Vehicleto carry toals,

office supplies, and whatever else the
Corpsteamwill need. AN ETOC set
will be placed in Sacramento District,
and two setsin Mobile District.
Inaddition, DTOSincludesthree Fly-
Away Kits. The kits have the same
equipment asthe ETOCs, but pack-
aged in containers and located in
Honolulu, Jacksonville, and Japan
Engineering districtsfor deployment
outsidethe U.S.

DTOSisaquantum leapinthe
Corps' ahility to respond to an
emergency, according to Kemp, a
veteran of hurricanes Mitch, Fran,
Bertha, and Opal. “We had three
business-typetrailers,” said Kemp.
“They did the job, but they
werereally slow. We' d have break-
downs or blow-outs every 200 miles.
They had be towed to the site, and
they didn’t even have a bathroom.
Previously, each district was doing its
own thing and none of it really worked
together. Now we have compatibility
and common equipment throughout
the Corps. Someonefrom Los
Angeles can deploy to a disaster in
Baltimore District and work out of
their RRV without retraining.

“But it's not the equipment that
doesthejob, it'sthe people, “ Kemp
continued. “Without good, qualified
people, you'reintrouble.” Each
district with an RRV will train apool of
people to deal with the disasters
that arelikely to strike that region.

When an emergency occurs, the
district leadershipwill select a
L ogistics Emergency Response Team
to deploy with the RRV to handle the
situation.



P Bl ESPRIT page 10

Redman Creek West campground: Roger Brown,

Engineering Technician, at Wappapello L ake removes asphalt from
existing campsite pads.

Justin Buchanan and Terry Whitmer
stack barbecue grillsremoved from
campsites at the Redman West
Campground. Improvementswill
include the addition of water and
sewer sites plus upgrades to the
electrical service.

i

Justin Montgomery was happy to participate in the goose hunt for the Physi- We extend a permanent welcometo
cally Challenged. It was held January 12 in the Peopl es Creek Campground. Kathy Dickson. She's now apark
This was a cooperative effort between the Corps of Engineers and the Missouri  ranger. She created Willie B. Safeand
Department of Conservation. hisfriendsfor thelake.
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Carlyle Lake

The St. LouisDistrict dedicated
the new administration building in
honor of former Lake Manager Al
LeGrand. Hisyears of dedicated
service were vital to the project and

- community relations.

Honorable Jerry F. Costello gaveafew
remarks

o =

A room filled with friends, family and dignitaries greeted Mr. LeGrand.
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L ake Manager Robert Wilkinsand
Walter Feld, Chief Construction-
Operations Division watch as District
Engineer COL Michael Morrow
presents Mr. Legrand aCommander’s
Award for his years of dedicated
service.

Carlyle Lake will host
Celebrate the Earth 2002
on April 26, 2002

The purpose of this event isto
help students understand, make
educated decisions and appreciate the
environment. Therewill be 2,000
students participating from Kindergar-
ten through 8th grade from local
school’s. Celebratethe Earth will
consist of students going from station
to station throughout the day to learn
about the environment.

The events are geared to age
groups. Our partners of this event
are: Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, Illinois Natural History
Survey, Natural History Education
Company, S. Louis Science Center,
World Bird Sanctuary, . Louis Zoo
and the St. Louis Herpetology Society.

Mark Twain Lake
Women In the Outdoors
by Mary.A.Heitmeyer

“Women in the Outdoors’ isa
great new event at Mark Twain Lake

at Wittprovide women the opportu-
nity to learn outdoor skills. Event
topics may include orienteering, skeet
shooting, pistols, canoeing, photogra-
phy, wild edibles, archery, crafts,
camping, and turkey calling. Other
sessions may include, fish/fowl
cleaning, herb gardening, fly fishing,
muzzlel oading, and Dutch-oven
cooking aswell as many others. The
best part is no experience is neces-
sary! Expert instructors guide you
through hands-on practice.

The event, co-sponsored by the
National Wild Turkey Federation and
the  U.S.Army Corpsof Engineers
will beheld intheWarren G. See South
Spillway RecreationAreaat Mark
Twain Lake, on July 20, 2002. Orga-
nizers are seeking interested women,
ages 14 and up, to participate. If the
topics listed above sound interesting,
thiseventisfor you. You may call
theMark Twain Lake Project Office at
(573) 735-4097 or email
Mary.A. Hatmeyer@mvsD2.usscearmy.mil
to get on the event mailing list or if
you have questions.
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Rend Lake
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By Tim Bi schoff

Looking for a great reason to get
out of the office for two days and
have afuntime? Do you liketo see
that light bulb come on asa child’'s
eyes show that he just “got it"? If
helping students understand the
world around them sounds interest-
ing, then being a presenter at the
Rend L ake Earth Day 2002 Celebration
iswhat you need to do:

OnMay 2nd and 3rd, Rend Lake
will hold the annual celebration for
Earth Day at the Rend L ake Visitor
Center. We celebratein abig way at
thelake. Weinvite 2,000 students
each day to experience several
programs on environmental topics
ranging from Archeology to Zoology.
Corps employees have given presen-
tations on wetlands, applied river
engineering, archeol ogy, waterfowl,
nature hikes, bees, environmental
games, oceans, and several other
wonderful topics. If you have an area
of interest and want to help, but don’t
have the supplies, talk to Mike
Edwards or Tim Bischoff and seewhat
programs they can provide for you.

Help Save the Earth and Have Fun While Doing it!
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So, you can’'t wait to bea
presenter? Asapresenter, you will
give 5 half-hour programs on the
topicsof their choice. Thefirst half-
hour program beginsat 9:30 am., so
you will need to be at the Rend Lake
Visitor Center by 8:30a.m., or earlier if
needed, to set up. Presenters give
fivesessionsthat will end at 1:35 p.m.
oneach day. Youwill also get abreak
to have a scrumptious lunch that will
be provided for the presenters.
Thursday’s programs will be geared
towards kindergarten through third
grade students. On Friday, weinvite
the fourth through eighth grades to
attend.

How do | get registered asa
presenter for this fun event? To
become a presenter at the Rend Lake
Earth Day 2002 Cel ebration, merely
contact LatissuaTyler if you arein the
Digtrict Officeor Rend Lake Park
Ranger Mike Edwardsand they will
supply you with an invitation and
presenter outline. Pleasefill out the
outlineand mail, fax, or e-mail it to
Ranger Edwardsat the Rend Lake

Project Office. If you have questions
or need further information, feel freeto
contact Tim Bischoff or Mike Edwards
at (618) 724-2493.

104 Birds Tallied at
Rend Lake

KeithMcmullen and Craig
Litteken, CO-F, along with Natural
Resource Specialist Ray Zoanetti and
Park Rangers Randy Cordray and Jon
Schulte, CO-B, tallied 104 species of
birdswintering at Rend L ake during
the annual Christmas Bird Count at
Rend Lake on 15 December 2001. The
objective isto count every species of
bird found withina15 milearea
centered on the count area and to
count the number of individuals birds
aswell.

Assigting in the effort were six
volunteers, Frank Bennett, Anne
Bothe, Cathie Hutcheson, Dan
Kassebaum, Steve Olson and Leonard
Stanley, many of whom volunteer their
services every year. Among therare
birds, or ones that are unusual for this
time of year were |l east sandpiper,
lesser black-backed gull, American
bittern, Caspiantern, Virginiarail, pine
warbler, red-throated loon and
American woodcock.

The count has been held at Rend
Lake, on and off again, for at least
twenty years. Nationwide, thiswas
the 102nd count. The first count was
heldin 1900in New York City. The
data, now available on-line, provides
information on population trends,
species abundance and habitat
preference.
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Prize winning photo taken at Lake Shelbyville Our very own Pam Doty tied for 1% place in the Corps
Employeesin Action category of the Water Safety Program Photo Contest. This was a Corps-wide contest held during

the spring and summer of last year.

The photo was taken during the Kids
Fishing Tournament right here at Lake
Shelbyville. Theranger in the photo
nameisBen Havens, asummer
employee. Thekid’'snameisTrisha
Bell. Shewasparticipatinginthe
tournament Ben
ishelping
remove her
catch. | used
wasa35mm
Canon Rebel.
Film used was
100-speed dlide
film. lamno
expert photogra-
pher by any
means.

Pam Doty

Pamexplains.
“1 wasjust the one behind the camera
that day and had the opportunity to

take the picture, and did. What | am
trying to say isthat if | can takea
picture that places in a photo contest
anybody can. The people that work at
thefield projectsfor the Corps of
Engineers probably run across photo
opportunitiesalot. It comesdown to
being in the right place at the right
time and the most important factor is
having the equipment with you to take
the picture, so my advise to everyone
isthat the next time that you head to
thefield don’t forget your camera.”
[ED note:] The Canon Rebel isone of
anumber of modern entry-level
cameras. You don't need thousands of
dollars worth of expensive photo-
graphic equipment to taketerrific
photos. Take your camerawith you.

It won't take those memorablefamily
photos gathering dust in the hall

Lock 25

January 14th, the St. Louis
District’'sown M/V Pathfinder, M/V
Grand Tower and the floating crane
Sewell joinforcesto lift aone-hundred
ton temporary upstream gate onto a
barge. Service Base personnel have
been busy refurbishing the original
gateswhich will now return to service.



December Employee
of the Month

Dawn Kovarik wasrecognized for
her coordination of the Corps-State
Natural Resource Directors Confer-
enceheld at Rend Lake 1-3Oct 01.

Shewasresponsiblefor receiv-
ing, setting up and returning the
displays from other districts and the
states. She coordinated all the
graphics, purchased needed materials,
put together power point presenta-
tions and coordinated equipment
needs. She worked long hours before
and during the conference which was
characterized by many as “the best
ever.” Dawn'sabilities, attitude and
hard work wereaprimary factor inthis
SUCCESS.

Her effortsreflected well onthe
District and were noticed by all of the
attendeesincluding USACE Division
Commander of Lakesand Rivers
Division and the head of the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources. For
these superior efforts Ms. Kovarik
has been chosen Employee of the
Month for December 2001.
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When the War
Comes Home

North Koreais
on the verge of
implosion. Food
shortages, a
depressed economy
and arestless
population spawn a
desperate plan to
retake not only
South Korea, but to
plunge the United States and China
intoamajor conflict. Theworldison
the brink of total disaster, and only US
Army Corpsof Engineersemployee
Brick Revlocisin apositionto stop it.
The climax of thisstory unfoldsin the
pages of Adak, an action/adventure
novel written by Gregg K ocher, under
the pen name, Burke Toliver. Gregg, a
safety specialist in ED-Pwho once
had his live saved by PA's Chuck
Camillo, joinsRoger Hayesinthe
category of published authors within
the St. Louis District. The story is part
autobiographical and part high-tech,
super-charged escapism. It was
written not to be an epic novel, but to
provide a fast-paced read for the
businessperson on the go.

Barhe Telives

Theideafor the book emerged
after Gregg and ateam from (ED-P)
traveled to Adak Island in the Aleutian
chain to conduct a site investigation.
Thisisland is so remote and inhospi-
table, it seemed anatural choicefor
men from different worldsto clashina
dangerous game of cat-and-mouse.
“Adak isknown as ‘the birthplace of
thewinds.’ Itissomiserable, that it
truly qualifiesas The Last Place God
Made. It took athree-hour flight from
Anchorage, then afive-hour tugboat
rideto get there. We were miserable
most of the time out there,” says
Gregg.

Gregg has had a hankering to
become awriter for many years, but
the road to actually getting published
was a bumpy one.

“1 tried going the traditional route
of obtaining aliterary agent to
represent me, and actually signed
contracts with two different agents,
but they did nothing for me, so it came
down to pursuing self-publishing,”
Greggexplains.

Adak is published by 1stBooks
Library andiscurrently available on
their website, 1stBooks.com. In about
threeweeksit will beavailable on
Amazon.com, Borders.com and Barnes
& Noble'swebsite, BN.com.

January Employees of the

Month

Kirk and Jennifer Jameswere
selected for their activitiesin support
of theArmy at the Military Ocean
Terminal Sunny Point.

They supported the U. S. Army
Aviation and Missile Command as
Corps of Engineers employeesin
support of the U.S. Army’s
prepositioned munitions program.
From October 2000 through July 2001,
they supported the unloading of three
vessels containing 60, 000 short tons
of break-bulk munitionsto container-
ized loads on new container roll on/
out platforms.

The containerized munitions
provide the war fighter with an
improved platformfor delivery tothe
field. The James' are Quality Assur-
ance Specialistsin Ammunition

Surveillance and work in the Ordnance
and Technical Services Branch of
Engineering Division.

They spent 10 monthson TDY
working seven days per week and
usualy 12 hour days to unload,
inspect, repackage, and reload the
new ships.

Their mission consisted of the
planning and oversight of the effort
by contractors, U.S. Army civilians
and military personnel including Navy
and Army enlisted men and officers.

Congratulations, Kirk and
Jennifer!



The Retirees had their monthly
luncheon on January 17th at the Salad
Bowl. They all remarked that it was
another day without snow and a day
closer toApril, when normally the
Snow season is over. Funny how as
we grow ol der, wefind snow less
enjoyable. When we were young we
looked forward to snow for al thefun
of snow games. The cold and wet
that goes along with the snow never
seemed to bother us. Now we are
more mature and unsure of our footing
aswell asuncomfortablewith the
cold.

Thisistrue at least until the
grandkinds show up and want to play
in the snow. Then we forget our age
and again enjoy the grandkids and the
Snow.

Lew Scheuermann said that he
received acall fromthe Bakers
thanking himfor hiseffortsin making
their wedding anniversary such a
successful surprise. Thankfully, they
had the party before the last month's
Esprit wasreceived. It didn’t spoil
the surprise. Lew also mentioned that
hereceived acall from Estelle
Huizenga saying that sheis doing well
and had a great holiday season.

Larry McCarthy said that he
recently visited the District Officeand
heard that Regina Pucel had retired in
early January. Welcometo your
new career, Regina. She had spent a
number of yearsin the Contracts
areaof Procurement Office. Larry also
donated a “Valuable Attendance’
prize and asked that it be awarded at
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the end of the luncheon.

Laurel Nelson said that she had
recently heard from Kathryn Crossley
and that she was enjoying retirement.
Kathryn was the one that kept the
former Public Affairs Officer, Ken
Long, and his staff on the straight
and narrow, like all secretariesdo for
their boss.

Don Wampler mentioned that he
had spoken to Bob Maxwell recently
and that Bob was unable to attend the
luncheon. Seemsthat Bobisinvolved
withamen’sorganizationinthe
complex where helives and they meet
on the same day of the Retirees
Luncheon. Theretireesfelt that Bob
was probably needed at the men’s
group to add some maturity to any
discussions. Bab, by the way isthe
retirees most “ celebrated senior
citizen”, since he has seniority on all
retirees.

John and ElsieKalafatich were
celebrating the fact that John had his
cast removed from hiswrist. John
said that he is doing rehab to develop
flexability so that he can get to play
some golf, but without the cast he
nolonger quaifiesfor TLC fromElsie.
(Sheistough) John now hasto
fend for himself.

Sandi Dombi brought and
circulated some photos that he had
taken at the Christmas luncheon. The
retirees have to be careful with Sandi
and hiscamera. You may be cought in
acompromising situation,as one
retirees said, with food in your mouth.

The attendance prize was won by,
of all people, Larry McCarthy.
Congratulations Larry. Hope you and
Sharon enjoy it.

The February luncheon will beon
February 21, at the Salad Bowl at
about 11:00am. Hope to see you there.

o Y N N 5.

- Happiness hides in ife's small details.
I you're st looking, it becomes invisible.

N

Dr. Joce Brothers

Retirement: When he
does, she doesn'’t

il

ERRTETS

It's not unusual for the age gap
between husband and wife to be 10
years, 20 years or more. Financial
planners say the age difference calls
for an unconventional retirement plan.
Hereiswhat they advise:

® Insurance, A couple ap-
proaching retirement might normally
reduce their life insurance coverage
because their children are now adults.
Butif afamily will depend onthe
younger partner’s earnings, that could
be areason to increase coverage
instead.

Both partners should consider
buying long-term care insurance.

® Pension planning. These
couples have to make decisions about
how to manage their pension money
earlier than coupleswho are the same
age. With a younger spouse, the
couple might have higher costs for a
longer period of time. They must
anticipate cash-flow requirementsand
decide how to fund the expenses.
Planners writing in Business Week say
the younger partner should keep at
least 60 percent of savings in stocks.

The older partner should leave
401(k) money in the company plan.
After age55it can be withdrawn at
will without penalties. With arollover
IRA, aretiree younger than 59 ¥z has
tofollow astrict withdrawal plan or
pay a penalty.

New IRSruleswork to their
advantage. They can choose a payout
schedule that sets up a withdrawal
plan based on the younger partner’s
life expectancy. That allowsthe money
to last longer.



Last Century

[Answers from photo published in last month’s Esprit]

Seated on floor : Ron Singleton, Ed Middleton, Roger Siller and Ronald Bockhorst, Second row: Christy Huskey, DeeAnn
Chambers, Kathy Hayes, Vivian Arthur, Debbie Kuhlmann, Hazel Schnatzmeyer, Shirley Johnson, Betty Joe Yucker, Harold
[Barney] Barnhardt. Third row: standing, Jack Rhodes, Deborah Davis, SheilaRodriguez, LindaMoore, Lucy Schultz,
Shirley Bledsoe, Sharon Hronback, Shirley Barnes, Arthur [Art] Taylor, Sharon Ward, Freddie Watson, Harleen Tillerson.
Back row: Jack Eckles, Charlie Brooks, Richard Anderson, VanessaAlexander, Warren Jones, Ed Pucel, Ron Auvenshine,
Ron Jones, Bob Alder, Jerry Gray, and Russ Elliott

Coming soon: slices of peanut butter

Tired of peanut butter that tears the bread when
you spread it? Want to skip washing peanut-buttered
spoons and knives, but you still want the kids to get
the sticky stuff’s nutritional benefits? Help is on the
way.

Oklahoma entrepreneur Stewart Kennedy says
he and ateam of food researchers at Oklahoma State
University have perfected aformulafor individually
wrapped peanut butter slices. After trying over 400
formulas and working on the project for three years,
they are test marketing their peanut butter slicesin
selected stores around the U.S.

If individually wrapped cheese slices made such a hit,
can peanut butter slices be far behind?

20 GB in your shirt pocket?

While computer monitors get larger and cheaper,
hard drives are getting so small that someliterally fit
into your shirt pocket.

One of the new generation of tiny hard drivesis
the Pockey Portable Drive, with awhopping 20 GB of
hard drive space. Selling retail for just under $300, this
sort of technology could be a great way to transport
digital photos, or just backup your computer or laptop
hard drive.

For more information, see technoscount.com

[Do you have an photo you're willing

to share? Esprit needs your help. Rummage
for those old picts! Challenge your coworkers!
All originals will be returned.]



